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Acclaimed music video “Mountains” comes to Queens World Film Festival 

 
The Museum of the Moving Image is hosting a screening of the award-winning music 
video “Mountains,” as part of the Queens World Film Festival on Friday, March 16th, 
2018. 

Illustrating the titular song by Mac/Glidden, “Mountains” is an animated short in which a 
sylphlike woman, uneasy in her own skin, uses dance as a way to find a sense of personal 
freedom. As the dancer, played by Anne Marsen, removes various clothing items – her 
hat, her sunglasses, her cape – she looks more relaxed, more carefree. Similarly, as she 
discards these trappings of the material world, her movements become freer, more 
joyous, and celebratory.  

Filmmaker Laurie Berenhaus, who directed and animated the music video, was inspired 
to create the short when Mac/Glidden told her that they wrote the song because of their 
frustration with city life. Indeed, the song’s opening lyrics are, “Where I’m from, the 
stars are on the street. We build mountains in our minds and in concrete.”  

“Mountains,” then, is a song about confinement; feeling confined within one’s own body. 
Feeling confined within one’s environment. Berenhaus took this theme and ran with it. 
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As the dancer in the video strips away her clothing, she’s also shedding layers, opening 
herself up, and becoming more vulnerable.  

Berenhaus’s animation style is deliberately loose and gestural, maintaining a “ripped 
from the sketchbook” quality that recalls the work of legendary illustrators such as Jules 
Feiffer and Bill Plympton. The film uses this style to explore the main character’s 
personal journey. As she becomes more relaxed, so do the animation drawings. They 
become more improvisational, more spontaneous. Facial features are suggested rather 
than fully rendered. Figures become ethereal, ghostlike. Untethered to anything solid, like 
a mountain.  

The screening at Astoria’s Museum of the Moving Image is part of the 8th annual Queens 
World Film Festival, running from March 15th to March 25th, 2018. In April of 2017, 
“Mountains” was shown at the Brooklyn Music Video Festival. This kicked off a 
worldwide series of screenings for the unique and charming music video, which was 
subsequently shown at the International River Film Festival in Italy, the ReAnimania 
International Film Festival in Armenia, and the KLIK Amsterdam Animation Festival in 
the Netherlands, among other prominent venues.  

Along the way, “Mountains” has earned much critical praise. In November 2017, the 
Leeds International Film Festival in England raved, “‘Mountains’ is a glorious and giddy 
music video which creates a world of awe and wonder through a deceptively simple 
animation.” And the LA Femme Film Festival offered similar praise in October of last 
year, saying of Berenhaus, “Her talent is magical.”  

Now the film is wending its way back to Laurie Berenhaus’s home town, Astoria Queens. 
The music video’s homecoming is bittersweet. On one hand, it’s completing the latest leg 
of its international journey. On the other hand, Berenhaus is now able to share it with her 
family and friends. It’s been a long journey, and with all her hard work, one might say 
she’s moved mountains to get to this point.  

Screening Date: Friday, March 16th, 2018 
Screening Time: 8:15pm 
Screening Location: The Museum of the Moving Image, Astoria, Queens, in the MoMI’s 
Sumner Redstone Theater 
Admissions: reg. $15, senior/student discount $11, children $7  
 
This event is open to the public.  

### 

For additional information, please call Berenhaus Studios at 862-485-0819. 
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